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1
INTEGRITY PROTECTION AND/OR
CIPHERING FOR UE REGISTRATION WITH
A WIRELESS NETWORK

The present application claims priority to provisional U.S.
Application Ser. No. 61/092,217, entitled “INTEGRITY
PROTECTION AND/OR CIPHERING FOR UE REGIS-
TRATION WITHA WIRELESS NETWORK,” filed Aug. 27,
2008, assigned to the assignee hereof and incorporated herein
by reference.

BACKGROUND

1. Field

The present disclosure relates generally to communication,
and more specifically to techniques for performing registra-
tion with a wireless communication network.

II. Background

Wireless communication networks are widely deployed to
provide various communication content such as voice, video,
packet data, messaging, broadcast, etc. These wireless net-
works may be multiple-access networks capable of support-
ing multiple users by sharing the available network resources.
Examples of such multiple-access networks include Code
Division Multiple Access (CDMA) networks, Time Division
Multiple Access (TDMA) networks, Frequency Division
Multiple Access (FDMA) networks, Orthogonal FDMA
(OFDMA) networks, and Single-Carrier FDMA (SC-
FDMA) networks.

A wireless communication network may support commu-
nication for a number of user equipments (UEs). A UE may
perform registration with the wireless network (e.g., upon
being powered on) in order to receive communication ser-
vices. It is desirable to perform registration in an efficient
manner.

SUMMARY

Techniques for performing registration with a wireless net-
work using integrity protection and/or ciphering are
described herein. Ciphering may be used to securely send
information that needs to be kept confidential. Integrity pro-
tection may be used for a message so that a recipient can be
sure that the content of the message has not been tampered by
a third party. The use of ciphering and/or integrity protection
for registration may provide certain advantages such as a
faster registration process, reduced signaling, etc.

In one design, a UE may perform a security procedure with
a wireless network for a first session and may generate UE
security context data at the UE. The UE security context data
may include a cipher key used for ciphering, an integrity key
used for integrity protection, a temporary UE identity, and/or
other information. The UE may use the UE security context
data for secure communication with the wireless network
during the first session. The UE may store the UE security
context data upon termination of the first session. The UE
may perform de-registration at the end of the first session and
may power down after the first session.

The UE may thereafter use the stored UE security context
data for registration with the wireless network for a second
session following the first session. The UE may perform
integrity protection and/or ciphering for at least one message
based on the stored UE security context data. In one design,
the UE may cipher at least one parameter of a registration
message based on the cipher key and may integrity protect the
entire registration message based on the integrity key. The UE
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2

may send the integrity protected and/or ciphered message(s)
to the wireless network for registration of the UE.

Various aspects and features of the disclosure are described
in further detail below.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a wireless communication network.

FIG. 2 shows example protocol stacks for a control plane.

FIG. 3 shows a cryptographic key hierarchy.

FIGS. 4A and 4B show a call flow for UE registration
without integrity protection or ciphering.

FIGS. 5A and 5B show a call flow for UE registration with
integrity protection and/or ciphering.

FIGS. 6 and 7 show a process and an apparatus, respec-
tively, for performing registration with integrity protection
and/or ciphering.

FIGS. 8 and 9 show a process and an apparatus, respec-
tively, for supporting UE registration with integrity protection
and/or ciphering.

FIG. 10 shows a block diagram of various entities in FIG.
1.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The techniques described herein may be used for various
wireless communication networks such as CDMA, TDMA,
FDMA, OFDMA, SC-FDMA and other networks. The terms
“network” and “system” are often used interchangeably. A
CDMA network may implement a radio technology such as
Universal Terrestrial Radio Access (UTRA), cdma2000, etc.
UTRA includes Wideband CDMA (WCDMA) and other
variants of CDMA. ¢cdma2000 covers 1S-2000, IS-95 and
1S-856 standards. A TDMA network may implement a radio
technology such as Global System for Mobile Communica-
tions (GSM). An OFDMA network may implement a radio
technology such as Evolved UTRA (E-UTRA), Ultra Mobile
Broadband (UMB), IEEE 802.11 (Wi-Fi), IEEE 802.16
(WiMAX), IEEE 802.20, Flash-OFDM®, etc. UTRA and
E-UTRA are part of Universal Mobile Telecommunication
System (UMTS). 3GPP Long Term Evolution (LTE) is an
upcoming release of UMTS that uses E-UTRA, which
employs OFDMA on the downlink and SC-FDMA on the
uplink. UTRA, E-UTRA, UMTS, LTE and GSM are
described in documents from an organization named “3rd
Generation Partnership Project” (3GPP). ¢cdma2000 and
UMB are described in documents from an organization
named “3rd Generation Partnership Project 2” (3GPP2). For
clarity, certain aspects of the techniques are described below
for LTE, and LTE terminology is used in much of the descrip-
tion below.

FIG. 1 shows a wireless communication network 100,
which may be a public land mobile network (PLMN) that
implements LTE. Wireless network 100 may include an
Evolved Universal Terrestrial Radio Access Network (E-UT-
RAN) 120, a Mobility Management Entity (MME) 130, a
Home Subscriber Server (HSS) 140, and a serving gateway
(S-GW) 150. E-UTRAN 120 may include a number of
evolved Node Bs (eNBs) that support radio communication
for UEs. For simplicity, only one eNB 122 is shown in FIG. 1.
An eNB may be a fixed station that communicates with the
UEs and may also be referred to as a Node B, a base station,
an access point, etc.

MME 130 may perform various functions such as control
of signaling and security for a Non Access Stratum (NAS),
authentication and mobility management of UEs, selection of
gateways for UEs, bearer management functions, etc. NAS is
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a functional layer running between a UE and a core network
and supports traffic and signaling messages between the UE
and the core network. HSS 140 may store subscription-re-
lated information (e.g., user profiles) and location informa-
tion for UEs that have service subscriptions in wireless net-
work 100. HSS 140 may perform authentication and
authorization of UEs and may provide information for UEs to
requesting network entities. Serving gateway 150 may sup-
port data services such as packet data, Voice-over-1P (VoIP),
video, messaging, etc. Serving gateway 150 may perform
various functions such as support for handover between
eNBs, buffering, routing and forwarding of data for UEs,
initiation of network-triggered service request procedures,
accounting functions for charging, etc. Serving gateway 150
may couple to a packet data network (PDN) 160 (e.g., the
Internet) and may communicate with other entities (e.g.,
remote servers and terminals) that couple to PDN 160.

The functions of E-UTRAN 120, MME 130, HSS 140, and
serving gateway 150 are described in 3GPP TS 36.300,
entitled “Evolved Universal Terrestrial Radio Access
(E-UTRA) and Evolved Universal Terrestrial Radio Access
Network (E-UTRAN); Overall description; Stage 2,” and in
3GPP TS 23.401, entitled “General Packet Radio Service
(GPRS) enhancements for Evolved Universal Terrestrial
Radio Access Network (E-UTRAN) access.” These docu-
ments are publicly available from 3GPP.

A UE 110 may be stationary or mobile and may also be
referred to as a mobile station, a terminal, an access terminal,
a subscriber unit, a station, etc. UE 110 may be a cellular
phone, a personal digital assistant (PDA), a wireless modem,
awireless communication device, a handheld device, a laptop
computer, a cordless phone, etc. UE 110 may communicate
with eNBs within E-UTRAN 120. UE 110 may have a service
subscription with wireless network 100 and may have its
subscription-related information stored in HSS 140. UE 110
may be able to receive one or more data services such as
Internet connectivity, short message service (SMS), instant
messaging (IM), wireless application protocol (WAP) access,
multimedia streaming, multimedia messaging, etc.

FIG. 2 shows example protocol stacks 200 for a control
plane in LTE. The control plane carries signaling messages
exchanged between UE 110 and E-UTRAN 120 and between
UE 110 and MME 130. As shown in FIG. 2, UE 110 may
exchange messages with MME 130 via NAS control proto-
col. NAS may perform various functions such as data bearer
management, authentication, mobility handling, paging
origination, security control, etc. UE 110 may exchange mes-
sages with an eNB within E-UTRAN 120 via Radio Resource
Control (RRC). RRC may perform various functions such as
RRC connection management, radio bearer control, mobility
functions, UE measurement reporting and control, broadcast,
paging, etc. RRC messages may be sent via Packet Data
Convergence Protocol (PDCP), Radio Link Control (RLC),
Medium Access Control (MAC), and physical layer (PHY).
The control plane for LTE is described in the aforementioned
3GPP TS 36.300.

UE 110 may perform an attach procedure and register with
wireless network 100, e.g., when the UE is powered on. UE
110 may send a registration message as part of the attach
procedure. The registration message may also be referred to
as an Attach Request message, etc. The registration message
is typically sent in the clear, i.e., without integrity protection
or ciphering. Integrity protection is a process to ensure that
information has not been tampered. This may be achieved by
having (i) a transmitter securely generates a message authen-
tication code (MAC) over information to be integrity pro-
tected and (ii) a receiver using the MAC to check that the
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4

information has not been tampered. Ciphering is a process of
converting original information (often referred to as plain-
text) into encrypted information (often referred to as cipher-
text) containing the original information but not in a format
readable by a human or a computer without proper decipher-
ing mechanism. Ciphering is also commonly referred to as
encryption. Various cryptographic keys may be used for
integrity protection and ciphering, as described below.

In an aspect, UE 110 may perform integrity protection
and/or ciphering for messages sent for registration. UE 110
may cipher information that needs to be kept confidential and
may send the ciphered information in a registration message.
The use of ciphering may allow UE 110 to include certain
information in the registration message which would nor-
mally not be included because the information needs to be
kept confidential. Sending such information in the registra-
tion message may (i) speed up the registration process and
subsequent bearer activation process and (ii) increase net-
work capacity because less signaling may be required. UE
110 may also integrity protect the entire registration message
so that the network can be sure that the content of the message
has not been tampered by a third party.

In one design, UE 110 and a network entity such as MME
130 may store UE security context data upon de-registration
and subsequent power-down procedures. UE 110 and MME
130 may thereafter re-use the stored UE security context data
to protect a registration message during power-up and subse-
quent registration procedures. The UE security context data
may also be referred to as NAS security context information,
security information, etc. In another design, UE 110 and
MME 130 may re-generate the UE security context data upon
power-up and subsequent registration procedures and may
use the regenerated UE security context data to protect a
registration message. The regenerated UE security context
data may or may not be identical to the UE security context
data used during a previous session, which was terminated by
the previous de-registration and subsequent power-down pro-
cedures.

FIG. 3 shows a cryptographic key hierarchy that may be
used for communication between UE 110 and wireless net-
work 100. A Universal Subscriber Identity Module (USIM)
for UE 110 and an Authentication Centre (AuC) for wireless
network 100 may share a long-term secret key denoted as K.
The secret key K may also be referred to as a shared secret
key, a pre-shared key, etc. The secret key K may be used to
generate a cipher key denoted as CK and an integrity key
denoted as IK, e.g., when UE 110 performs an Authentication
and Key Agreement (AKA) procedure. The AKA procedure
uses a permanent UE identity, which may be an International
Mobile Subscriber Identity (IMSI). The CK and IK keys may
be used to derive an Access Security Management Entity
(ASME) base key denoted as K , ¢, -, which may be provided
to MME 130.

The K, key may be used to generate session keys
denotedas K, ,.,and K, ... The K, o, key may be used
for integrity protection and the K, ,.... key may be used for
ciphering of NAS signaling messages, such as registration
messages, exchanged between UE 110 and MME 130. The
K, snsz key may also be used to generate an eNB key denoted
as Kz, which may be passed to a serving eNB for UE 110.
Additional eNB keys such as K,z 1/p-ones Kens.zrrcmins a0d
K nB.RRC-cne K€YS may be generated by UE 110 and the serv-
ing eNB from the K_, 5 key and may be used for secure
communication between the UE and the eNB. The various
cryptographic keys shown in FIG. 3 are described in the
aforementioned 3GPP TS 36.300.
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A design for supporting UE registration with integrity pro-
tection and/or ciphering is described below. For simplicity,
MME 130 and HSS 140 are collectively denoted as MME/
HSS, and the communication between MME 130 and HSS
140 is omitted in the description below. A given step in the
description below may be performed by MME 130, or HSS
140, or both MME 130 and HSS 140.

FIGS. 4A and 4B show a call flow 400 for communication
between UE 110, an eNB in E-UTRAN 120, and the MME/
HSS for a data session. As shown in FIG. 4A, UE 110 may be
provisioned with a long-term secret key K and a permanent
UE identity (e.g., an IMSI), both of which may be stored in a
USIM on a Universal Integrated Circuit Card (UICC). HSS
140 may also be provisioned with the same long-term secret
key K and the permanent UE identity for UE 110, both of
which may be stored in a secure database at HSS 140.

At some point in time, the UE may be powered on and may
perform an attach procedure to register with the network (step
1A). The UE may generate an Attach Request message
(which is a registration message) without using ciphering or
integrity protection (step 1B). The UE may send the Attach
Request message to the MME/HSS as part of the attach pro-
cedure (step 1C). The MME/HSS may receive the Attach
Request message from the UE and may determine that no
context for the UE exists at the MME/HSS (step 1D). The
MME/HSS and the UE may then perform an AKA procedure
to authenticate the UE and create UE security context (step
1E). For the AKA procedure, the MME/HSS may create the
UE security context, which may include generation of the
cipher key CK, the integrity key IK, and the base key K 5,
for the UE at the MME/HSS (step 1F). The UE may also
locally create the UE security context, which may include
generation of the CK, IK and K , ;, .- keys at the UE (step 1G).

After completing the AKA procedure, the MME and the
UE may perform an NAS Security Mode Control Procedure
to configure security for NAS (step 1H). For this procedure,
the MME may choose NAS security algorithms to use and
may create the Ky, ¢ Knssene and K, 5 keys (step 11). The
UE may receive the NAS security algorithms to use from the
MME and may locally create the K/, ..., Knysone atd Kz
keys (step 1J).

FIG. 4B shows the continuation of call flow 400. After
completing the NAS Security Mode Control Procedure, the
MME/HSS may return an Attach Accept message with the
K.z key to the eNB (step 1K). The eNB may receive the
K. 5 key from the MME (step 11). The eNB and the UE may
then perform an RRC Initial Security Activation Procedure to
configure security for RRC (step 1M). For this procedure, the
eNB may choose RRC security algorithms to use and may
create the K g vp-ones Kenp-rrcm: a4 Konp_rrcene keys
(step IN). The UE may receive the RRC security algorithms
to use from the eNB and may locally create the K, vz 0p.cnes
Kons-rrcm: M4 Konp_rrc.ene Keys (step 10).

The UE may receive an Attach Accept message (step 1P),
which may be ciphered and integrity protected at both NAS
and RRC layers (step 1Q). The UE may also be allocated
radio resources (step 1R) and may exchange data with the
MME via the eNB (step 1S). At some point, the UE may
decide to end the data session and turn off (step 1T). The UE
may send a Detach Request message to the MME/HSS (step
1U). The UE may be turned off and may store the UE security
context data in a secure non-volatile memory within the
USIM (step 1V). The MME/HSS may also store the UE
security context data in the secure database (step 1W).
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In one design, the UE and the MME/HSS may each store
the UE security context data upon de-registration and subse-
quent power down procedures. The UE security context data
may include the following:

Cipher key (CK)—session key used for ciphering,

Integrity key (IK)—session key used for integrity protec-
tion,

Key set identifier (KSI)—a number allocated by the net-
work during authentication and associated with the
cipher and integrity keys, and

Temporary Mobile Subscriber Identity (TMSI)—a tempo-
rary UE identity.

The UE and the MME/HSS may also store other informa-
tion upon de-registration and power down. For example, the
UE and the MME/HSS may store the K ¢, key, the NAS
keys, and/or the eNB key. The UE and the MME/HSS may
also store other cryptographic keys and/or other information
used for integrity protection and/or ciphering.

FIGS. 5A and 5B show a call flow 500 for communication
between UE 110, an eNB in E-UTRAN 120, and the MME/
HSS for a subsequent data session. As shown in FIG. 5A, the
UE may be turned on and may perform an attach procedure to
register with the network (step 2A). The UE may perform
integrity protection and/or ciphering for an Attach Request
message at the NAS layer using the stored UE security con-
text data (step 2B). In one design, the UE may cipher param-
eters that need to be ciphered and may integrity protect the
Attach Request message using the stored UE security context
data. In another design, the UE may cipher the entire Attach
Request message.

The UE may send the integrity protected and/or ciphered
Attach Request message to the MME/HSS (step 2C). The
MME/HSS may receive the Attach Request message and
perform the complementary security processing based on the
stored UE security context at the MME/HSS (step 2D). In one
design, the MME/HSS may perform integrity check on the
Attach Request message at the NAS layer using the integrity
key and may decipher the parameters that are ciphered by the
UE using the cipher key stored by the MME/HSS for the UE
security context. The MME/HSS may also use the stored UE
security context for secure communication with the UE in the
current data session. Alternatively, the MME/HSS may per-
form an AKA procedure with the UE to generate fresh cipher
and integrity keys (steps 2E, 2F and 2G). The MME may also
perform the NAS Security Mode Control Procedure with the
UE to generate fresh Ky, Knssene a0d K 1z keys (steps
2H, 21 and 2J) or may skip this procedure.

FIG. 5B shows the continuation of call flow 500. The
MME/HSS may return an Attach Accept message with the
K.z key to the eNB (step 2K). The eNB may receive the
K,z key from the MME (step 2L). The eNB and the UE may
then perform an RRC Initial Security Activation Procedure
(step 2M). For this procedure, the eNB may choose RRC
security algorithms to use and may create the K_ 5 15 000
Konvg-rrcoin: a0d K ne 2rcone keys (step 2N). The UE may
receive the RRC security algorithms to use from the eNB and
may locally create the K nz ipones Kons-rroime and
Kons-rrc-enc Keys (step 20).

The UE may receive an Attach Accept message (step 2P),
which may be ciphered and integrity protected at both NAS
and RRC layers (step 2QQ). The UE may also be allocated
radio resources (step 2R) and may exchange data with the
MME via the eNB (step 2S). At some point, the UE may
decide to end the data session and turn off (step 2T). The UE
may send a Detach Request message to the MME/HSS (step
2U). The UE may be turned oft and may continue to store the
UE security context data in the secure non-volatile memory
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within the USIM (step 2V). The MME/HSS may also con-
tinue to store the UE security context data in the secure
database (step 2W).

As shown in FIGS. 5A and 5B, the security engine for
protection of NAS signaling messages may reside in the UE
and the MME/HSS. The storage (or re-generation) of the UE
security context data in both the UE and the MME/HSS may
make it possible for the UE to integrity protect and/or cipher
an Attach Request message upon power-up and subsequent
registration procedures.

FIG. 6 shows a design of a process 600 for performing
registration with integrity protection and/or ciphering. Pro-
cess 600 may be performed by UE 110 (as described below)
or by some other entity.

The UE may perform a security procedure (e.g., an AKA
procedure) with a wireless network for a first session and may
generate UE security context data at the UE (block 612). The
UE may use the UE security context data for secure commu-
nication with the wireless network during the first session
(block 614). The UE may store the UE security context data
(e.g., in a USIM) upon termination of the first session (block
616). The stored UE security context data may comprise a
cipher key (CK) used for ciphering, an integrity key (IK) used
for integrity protection, a key set identifier (KSI), a temporary
UE identity (e.g., a TMSI), and/or other information. The UE
may perform de-registration at the end of the first session and
may power down after the first session.

The UE may use the stored UE security context data for
registration with the wireless network for a second session
following the first session (block 618). In one design, the UE
may perform integrity protection for at least one message
(e.g., aregistration message) based on the stored UE security
context data. The UE may then send the at least one integrity
protected message to the wireless network for registration of
the UE. In another design, the UE may cipher at least one
message based on the stored UE security context data. The
UE may then send the at least one ciphered message to the
wireless network for registration of the UE. In yet another
design, the UE may perform both ciphering and integrity
protection. For example, the UE may cipher at least one
parameter of a registration message (e.g., an Attach Request
message) based on the cipher key and may integrity protect
the entire registration message based on the integrity key in
the stored UE security context data.

FIG. 7 shows a design of an apparatus 700 for performing
UE registration with integrity protection and/or ciphering.
Apparatus 700 includes a module 712 to perform a security
procedure (e.g., an AKA procedure) with a wireless network
for a first session and to generate UE security context data at
a UE, a module 714 to use the UE security context data for
secure communication with the wireless network during the
first session, a module 716 to store the UE security context
data at the UE upon termination of the first session, and a
module 718 to use the stored UE security context data for
registration with the wireless network for a second session
following the first session.

FIG. 8 shows a design of a process 800 for supporting UE
registration with integrity protection and/or ciphering. Pro-
cess 800 may be performed by a network entity, e.g., MME
130 and/or HSS 140.

The network entity may perform a security procedure (e.g.,
an AKA procedure) with a UE for a first session and may
obtain UE security context data at the network entity (block
812). The network entity may use the UE security context
data for secure communication with the UE during the first
session (block 814). The network entity may store the UE
security context data (e.g., in a secure database) upon termi-
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nation of the first session (block 816). The stored UE security
context data may comprise a cipher key (CK) used for cipher-
ing, an integrity key (IK) used for integrity protection, a key
set identifier (KSI), a temporary UE identity (e.g., a TMSI),
and/or other information.

The network entity may use the stored UE security context
data for registration of the UE for a second session following
the first session (block 818). In one design, the network entity
may receive at least one message (e.g., a registration mes-
sage) that is integrity protected by the UE. The network entity
may perform integrity check for the at least one message
based on the stored UE security context data. In another
design, the network entity may receive at least one message
that is ciphered by the UE. The network entity may decipher
the at least one message based on the stored UE security
context data. In yet another design, the network entity may
perform both deciphering and integrity check. For example,
the network entity may receive a registration message from
the UE, decipher at least one parameter of the registration
message based on the cipher key, and perform integrity check
for the entire registration message based on the integrity key
in the stored UE security context data.

FIG. 9 shows a design of an apparatus 900 for supporting
UE registration with integrity protection and/or ciphering.
Apparatus 900 includes a module 912 to perform a security
procedure (e.g., an AKA procedure) with a UE for a first
session and obtain UE security context data at a network
entity, a module 914 to use the UE security context data for
secure communication with the UE during the first session, a
module 916 to store the UE security context data at the net-
work entity upon termination of the first session, and a mod-
ule 918 to use the stored UE security context data for regis-
tration of the UE for a second session following the first
session.

The modules in FIGS. 7 and 9 may comprise processors,
electronics devices, hardware devices, electronics compo-
nents, logical circuits, memories, etc., or any combination
thereof.

The techniques described herein may provide certain
advantages. First, the wireless network may avoid using addi-
tional vectors each time a UE powers up and performs regis-
tration. The vectors are used to generate the K o, - key and to
authenticate the network to the UE, and vice versa. Second,
less signaling may be exchanged between the UE and the
wireless network for registration. Third, security protection
may be used for messages sent for registration.

FIG. 10 shows a block diagram of a design of UE 110, eNB
122 in E-UTRAN 120, MME 130, HSS 140, and serving
gateway 150 in FIG. 1. For simplicity, FIG. 10 shows (i) one
controller/processor 1010, one memory 1012, and one trans-
mitter/receiver (IMTR/RCVR) 1014 for UE 110, (ii) one
controller/processor 1020, one memory (Mem) 1022, one
transmitter/receiver 1024, and one communication (Comm)
unit 1026 for eNB 122, (iii) one controller/processor 1030,
one memory 1032, and one communication unit 1034 for
MME 130, (iv) one controller/processor 1040, one memory
1042, and one communication unit 1044 for HSS 140, and (v)
one controller/processor 1050, one memory 1052, and one
communication unit 1054 for serving gateway 150. In gen-
eral, each entity may include any number of controllers, pro-
cessors, memories, transceivers, communication units, etc.

On the downlink, eNB 122 may transmit data and mes-
sages to UEs within its coverage area. The data and messages
may be processed by processor 1020 and conditioned by
transmitter 1024 to generate a downlink signal, which may be
transmitted to the UEs. At UE 110, the downlink signal from
eNB 122 may be received and conditioned by receiver 1014,
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and further processed by processor 1010 to obtain the data
and messages sent to UE 110. Memory 1012 may store pro-
gram codes and data for UE 110. Processor 1010 may per-
form or direct process 600 in FIG. 6 and/or other processes for
the techniques described herein. Processor 1010 may also
perform the processing for the UE in call flow 400 in FIGS.
4A and 4B and call flow 500 in FIGS. 5A and 5B.

On the uplink, UE 110 may transmit data and messages to
eNB 122. The data and messages may be processed by pro-
cessor 1010 and conditioned by transmitter 1014 to generate
an uplink signal, which may be transmitted to eNB 122. At
eNB 122, the uplink signals from UE 110 and other UEs may
be received and conditioned by receiver 1024 and further
processed by processor 1020 to obtain data and messages sent
by the UEs. Memory 1022 may store program codes and data
for eNB 122. Communication unit 1026 may allow eNB 122
to communicate with other network entities. For example,
communication unit 1026 may forward NAS signaling mes-
sages exchanged between UE 110 and MME 130, e.g., for
registration.

Within MME 130, processor 1030 may perform processing
for the MME, memory 1032 may store program codes and
data for the MME, and communication unit 1034 may allow
the MME to communicate with other entities. Processor 1030
may perform or direct all or part of process 800 in FIG. 8
and/or other processes for the techniques described herein.
Processor 1030 may also perform all or part of the processing
for the MME/HSS in call flow 400 in FIGS. 4A and 4B and
call flow 500 in FIGS. 5A and 5B. Memory 1032 may store
UE security context data for UE 110.

Within HSS 140, processor 1040 may perform processing
for the HSS, memory 1042 may store program codes and data
for the HSS, and communication unit 1044 may allow the
HSS to communicate with other entities. Processor 1040 may
perform or direct all or part of process 800 in FIG. 8 and/or
other processes for the techniques described herein. Proces-
sor 1040 may also perform all or part of the processing for the
MME/HSS in call flow 400 in FIGS. 4A and 4B and call flow
500 in FIGS. 5A and 5B. Memory 1042 may store subscrip-
tion-related information and security information for UE 110.

Within serving gateway 150, processor 1050 may perform
processing for the gateway, memory 1052 may store program
codes and data for the gateway, and communication unit 1054
may allow the gateway to communicate with other entities.

It is understood that the specific order or hierarchy of steps
in the processes disclosed is an example of exemplary
approaches. Based upon design preferences, it is understood
that the specific order or hierarchy of steps in the processes
may be rearranged while remaining within the scope of the
present disclosure. The accompanying method claims present
elements of the various steps in a sample order, and are not
meant to be limited to the specific order or hierarchy pre-
sented.

Those of skill in the art would understand that information
and signals may be represented using any of a variety of
different technologies and techniques. For example, data,
instructions, commands, information, signals, bits, symbols,
and chips that may be referenced throughout the above
description may be represented by voltages, currents, elec-
tromagnetic waves, magnetic fields or particles, optical fields
or particles, or any combination thereof.

Those of skill would further appreciate that the various
illustrative logical blocks, modules, circuits, and algorithm
steps described in connection with the disclosure herein may
be implemented as electronic hardware, computer software,
or combinations of both. To clearly illustrate this interchange-
ability of hardware and software, various illustrative compo-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10

nents, blocks, modules, circuits, and steps have been
described above generally in terms of their functionality.
Whether such functionality is implemented as hardware or
software depends upon the particular application and design
constraints imposed on the overall system. Skilled artisans
may implement the described functionality in varying ways
for each particular application, but such implementation deci-
sions should not be interpreted as causing a departure from
the scope of the present disclosure.

The various illustrative logical blocks, modules, and cir-
cuits described in connection with the disclosure herein may
be implemented or performed with a general-purpose proces-
sor, a digital signal processor (DSP), an application specific
integrated circuit (ASIC), a field programmable gate array
(FPGA) or other programmable logic device, discrete gate or
transistor logic, discrete hardware components, or any com-
bination thereof designed to perform the functions described
herein. A general-purpose processor may be a microproces-
sor, but in the alternative, the processor may be any conven-
tional processor, controller, microcontroller, or state
machine. A processor may also be implemented as a combi-
nation of computing devices, e.g., a combination of a DSP
and a microprocessor, a plurality of microprocessors, one or
more microprocessors in conjunction with a DSP core, or any
other such configuration.

The steps of a method or algorithm described in connection
with the disclosure herein may be embodied directly in hard-
ware, in a software module executed by a processor, or in a
combination of the two. A software module may reside in
RAM memory, flash memory, ROM memory, EPROM
memory, EEPROM memory, registers, hard disk, a remov-
able disk, a CD-ROM, or any other form of storage medium
known in the art. An exemplary storage medium is coupled to
the processor such that the processor can read information
from, and write information to, the storage medium. In the
alternative, the storage medium may be integral to the pro-
cessor. The processor and the storage medium may reside in
an ASIC. The ASIC may reside in a user terminal. In the
alternative, the processor and the storage medium may reside
as discrete components in a user terminal.

In one or more exemplary designs, the functions described
may be implemented in hardware, software, firmware, or any
combination thereof. If implemented in software, the func-
tions may be stored on or transmitted over as one or more
instructions or code on a computer-readable medium. Com-
puter-readable media includes both computer storage media
and communication media including any medium that facili-
tates transfer of a computer program from one place to
another. A storage media may be any available media that can
be accessed by a general purpose or special purpose com-
puter. By way of example, and not limitation, such computer-
readable media can comprise RAM, ROM, EEPROM, CD-
ROM or other optical disk storage, magnetic disk storage or
other magnetic storage devices, or any other medium that can
be used to carry or store desired program code means in the
form of instructions or data structures and that can be
accessed by a general-purpose or special-purpose computer,
or a general-purpose or special-purpose processor. Also, any
connection is properly termed a computer-readable medium.
For example, if the software is transmitted from a website,
server, or other remote source using a coaxial cable, fiber
optic cable, twisted pair, digital subscriber line (DSL), or
wireless technologies such as infrared, radio, and microwave,
then the coaxial cable, fiber optic cable, twisted pair, DSL, or
wireless technologies such as infrared, radio, and microwave
are included in the definition of medium. Disk and disc, as
used herein, includes compact disc (CD), laser disc, optical
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disc, digital versatile disc (DVD), floppy disk and blu-ray disc
where disks usually reproduce data magnetically, while discs
reproduce data optically with lasers. Combinations of the
above should also be included within the scope of computer-
readable media.

The previous description of the disclosure is provided to
enable any person skilled in the art to make or use the disclo-
sure. Various modifications to the disclosure will be readily
apparent to those skilled in the art, and the generic principles
defined herein may be applied to other variations without
departing from the spirit or scope of the disclosure. Thus, the
disclosure is not intended to be limited to the examples and
designs described herein but is to be accorded the widest
scope consistent with the principles and novel features dis-
closed herein.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for wireless communication, comprising:

performing a security procedure with a wireless network of

afirst network type for a first session and generating user
equipment (UE) security context data at a UE;

using the UE security context data for secure communica-

tion with the wireless network during the first session;
storing the UE security context data at the UE upon termi-
nation of the first session;

de-registering at the end of the first session and powering

down after the first session; and

powering up the UE and using the stored UE security

context data for registration with the wireless network of
the first network type for a second session following the
first session;

wherein the stored UE security context data comprises at

least one of a cipher key (CK) used for ciphering and an
integrity key (IK) used for integrity protection.
2. The method of claim 1, wherein the using the stored UE
security context data for registration comprises
performing integrity protection for at least one message
based on the stored UE security context data, and

sending the at least one integrity protected message to the
wireless network for registration of the UE with the
wireless network.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein the using the stored UE
security context data for registration comprises

performing integrity protection for a registration message

based on an integrity key in the stored UE security
context data, and

sending the integrity protected registration message to the

wireless network for registration of the UE with the
wireless network.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein the using the stored UE
security context data for registration comprises

ciphering at least one message based on the stored UE

security context data, and

sending the at least one ciphered message to the wireless

network for registration of the UE with the wireless
network.

5. The method of claim 1, wherein the using the stored UE
security context data for registration comprises

ciphering at least one parameter of a registration message

based on a cipher key in the stored UE security context
data, and

sending the registration message to the wireless network

for registration of the UE with the wireless network.

6. The method of claim 1, wherein the using the stored UE
security context data for registration comprises

ciphering at least one parameter of a registration message

based on a cipher key in the stored UE security context
data,
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performing integrity protection for the registration mes-
sage based on an integrity key in the stored UE security
context data, and

sending the integrity protected registration message com-

prising the at least one ciphered parameter to the wire-
less network for registration of the UE with the wireless
network.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the performing the
security procedure with the wireless network comprises per-
forming an Authentication and Key Agreement (AKA) pro-
cedure with the wireless network.

8. The method of claim 1, wherein the stored UE security
context data further comprises at least one of a key set iden-
tifier (KSI), and a temporary UE identity.

9. An apparatus for wireless communication, comprising:

at least one hardware processor configured to perform a

security procedure with a wireless network of a first
network type for a first session and to generate user
equipment (UE) security context data at a UE, to use the
UE security context data for secure communication with
the wireless network during the first session, to store the
UE security context data at the UE upon termination of
the first session, to de-register the UE at the end of the
first session and power down the UE after the first ses-
sion, and to power up the UE and use the stored UE
security context data for registration of the UE with the
wireless network of the first network type for a second
session following the first session;

wherein the stored UE security context data comprises at

least one of a cipher key (CK) used for ciphering and an
integrity key (IK) used for integrity protection.

10. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the at least one
hardware processor is configured to perform integrity protec-
tion for a registration message based on the stored UE secu-
rity context data, and to send the integrity protected registra-
tion message to the wireless network for registration of the
UE with the wireless network.

11. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the at least one
hardware processor is configured to cipher information for a
registration message based on the stored UE security context
data, and to send the registration message comprising the
ciphered information to the wireless network for registration
of the UE with the wireless network.

12. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the at least one
hardware processor is configured to cipher information for a
registration message based on a cipher key in the stored UE
security context data, to perform integrity protection for the
registration message based on an integrity key in the stored
UE security context data, and to send the integrity protected
registration message comprising the ciphered information to
the wireless network for registration of the UE with the wire-
less network.

13. An apparatus for wireless communication, comprising:

means for performing a security procedure with a wireless

network of a first network type for a first session and
generating user equipment (UE) security context data at
aUE;

means for using the UE security context data for secure

communication with the wireless network during the
first session;

means for storing the UE security context data at the UE

upon termination of the first session;

means for de-registering the UE at the end of the first

session and powering down the UE after the first session;
and

means for powering up the UE and using the stored UE

security context data for registration of the UE with the
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wireless network of the first network type for a second
session following the first session;
wherein the stored UE security context data comprises at
least one of a cipher key (CK) used for ciphering and an
integrity key (IK) used for integrity protection.
14. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the means for using
the stored UE security context data for registration comprises
means for performing integrity protection for a registration
message based on the stored UE security context data,
and
means for sending the integrity protected registration mes-
sage to the wireless network for registration of the UE
with the wireless network.
15. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the means for using
the stored UE security context data for registration comprises
means for ciphering information for a registration message
based on the stored UE security context data, and
means for sending the registration message comprising the
ciphered information to the wireless network for regis-
tration of the UE with the wireless network.
16. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the means for using
the stored UE security context data for registration comprises
means for ciphering information for a registration message
based on a cipher key in the stored UE security context
data,
means for performing integrity protection for the registra-
tion message based on an integrity key in the stored UE
security context data, and
means for sending the integrity protected registration mes-
sage comprising the ciphered information to the wireless
network for registration of the UE with the wireless
network.
17. A computer program product, comprising:
a non-transitory computer-readable medium comprising:
code for causing at least one computer to perform a
security procedure with a wireless network of a first
network type for a first session and to generate user
equipment (UE) security context data at a UE,
code for causing at least one computer to use the UE
security context data for secure communication with
the wireless network during the first session,
code for causing the at least one computer to store the
UE security context data at the UE upon termination
of the first session,
code for causing the at least one computer de-register the
UE at the end of the first session; and
code for causing the at least one computer to use the
stored UE security context data after powering up the
UE for registration of the UE with the wireless net-
work of the first network type for a second session
following the first session;
wherein the stored UE security context data comprises at
least one of a cipher key (CK) used for ciphering and an
integrity key (IK) used for integrity protection.
18. A method for wireless communication in a wireless
network of a first network type, comprising:
performing a security procedure with a user equipment
(UE) for a first session and obtaining UE security con-
text data at a network entity;
using the UE security context data for secure communica-
tion with the UE during the first session;
storing the UE security context data at the network entity
upon termination of the first session;
de-registering the UE at the end of the first session; and
using the stored UE security context data for registration of
the UE for a second session following the first session
and powering down and powering up the UE;
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wherein the stored UE security context data comprises at
least one of a cipher key (CK) used for ciphering and an
integrity key (IK) used for integrity protection.

19. The method of claim 18, wherein the using the stored
UE security context data for registration comprises

receiving at least one message integrity protected by the

UE, and

performing integrity check for the at least one message

based on the stored UE security context data.
20. The method of claim 18, wherein the using the stored
UE security context data for registration comprises
receiving a registration message integrity protected by the
UE, and

performing integrity check for the registration message
based on an integrity key in the stored UE security
context data.

21. The method of claim 18, wherein the using the stored
UE security context data for registration comprises

receiving at least one message ciphered by the UE, and

deciphering the at least one message based on the stored
UE security context data.

22. The method of claim 18, wherein the using the stored
UE security context data for registration comprises

receiving a registration message from the UE, and

deciphering at least one parameter of the registration mes-
sage based on a cipher key in the stored UE security
context data.

23. The method of claim 18, wherein the using the stored
UE security context data for registration comprises

receiving a registration message from the UE,

deciphering at least one parameter of the registration mes-
sage based on a cipher key in the stored UE security
context data, and

performing integrity check for the registration message

based on an integrity key in the stored UE security
context data.

24. The method of claim 18, wherein the performing the
security procedure with the UE comprises performing an
Authentication and Key Agreement (AKA) procedure with
the UE.

25. The method of claim 18, wherein the stored UE security
context data comprises at least one of a cipher key (CK) used
for ciphering, an integrity key (IK) used for integrity protec-
tion, a key set identifier (KSI), and a temporary UE identity.

26. An apparatus for wireless communication in a wireless
network of a first network type, comprising:

at least one hardware processor configured to perform a

security procedure with a user equipment (UE) for a first
session and obtain UE security context data at a network
entity, to use the UE security context data for secure
communication with the UE during the first session, to
store the UE security context data at the network entity
upon termination of the first session, to de-register the
UE at the end of the first session, and to use the stored UE
security context data for registration of the UE for a
second session following the first session and powering
down and powering up the UE;

wherein the stored UE security context data comprises at

least one of a cipher key (CK) used for ciphering and an
integrity key (IK) used for integrity protection.

27. The apparatus of claim 26, wherein the at least one
hardware processor is configured to receive a registration
message integrity protected by the UE, and to perform integ-
rity check for the registration message based on the stored UE
security context data.

28. The apparatus of claim 26, wherein the at least one
hardware processor is configured to receive a registration
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message comprising ciphered information from the UE, and
to decipher the ciphered information in the registration mes-
sage based on the stored UE security context data.

29. The apparatus of claim 26, wherein the at least one
hardware processor is configured to receive a registration
message comprising ciphered information from the UE, to
decipher the ciphered information in the registration message
based on a cipher key in the stored UE security context data,
and to perform integrity check for the registration message
based on an integrity key in the stored UE security context
data.

30. The apparatus of claim 26, wherein the wireless net-
work of a first network type comprises a wireless network that
implements 3GPP Long Term Evolution (LTE).

31. The method of claim 18, wherein the wireless network
of a first network type comprises a wireless network that
implements 3GPP Long Term Evolution (LTE).

32. The method of claim 1, wherein the wireless network of
a first network type comprises a wireless network that imple-
ments 3GPP Long Term Evolution (LTE).

33. The apparatus of claim 9, wherein the wireless network
of a first network type comprises a wireless network that
implements 3GPP Long Term Evolution (LTE).

34. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the wireless net-
work of a first network type comprises a wireless network that
implements 3GPP Long Term Evolution (LTE).

35. The computer program product of claim 17, wherein
the wireless network of a first network type comprises a
wireless network that implements 3GPP Long Term Evolu-
tion (LTE).
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